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ATTENTION GROSSE POINTE SHORES RESIDENTS 

 

At the April 19, 2022, GPS City Council Meeting the city council passed ordinance #275.  The 

ordinance restricts the hours by which automatic lawn or landscape irrigations systems may be used and the 

exceptions to that prohibition. (copy of ordinance on reverse side) 

 

 I would like to provide some background information as to what led the council to take this action 

and what this means for our residents. Grosse Pointe Shores purchases the water provided to our residents 

from the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA). The rate for the Grosse Pointe Shores residents is one of 

the highest for all customers throughout the system. The reason for the high rate has to do with two factors, 

we use the most water at times when the system is at peak water use levels and secondly, we use the least 

amount of water when the system has excess to be used. Let me explain further- In the spring and summer 

months our residents use water to keep their lawns and landscaped areas green and beautiful. This water is 

used at peak hours (6am – 12pm), which causes the rates to be higher and in the winter months we use 

much less water due to the extended vacations and population decrease we experience.  

 

 The administration has looked at other communities cost reduction strategies and we have had 

discussions with the stakeholders of the water system to see if there was a way to reduce the charge to our 

residents. This ordinance is one way for us to hopefully address the cost during our review with GLWA 

this year. Our hope is that with the addition of the ordinance, we can work to negotiate a lower rate.  

 

 So, what do residents need to do now? The first thing is that residents are required to change the 

settings on their sprinkler system to operate between the hours of midnight and 6:00 am. If you utilize a 

vendor/company to run your system, you will need to contact them as soon as possible to make any 

changes necessary to comply with the ordinance. The ordinance takes effect from May 15 through October 

15 each year. We have asked our Public Safety Department, Administrative Staff, and DPW members to 

stop and remind residents that are not complying with the ordinance to do so. One item to note, there are a 

few estates that are not connected to the municipal water system, including the city properties (break wall, 

medians, park, etc.). Those areas use water from the lake and therefore do not affect the rates charged by 

the system and may be turned on manually during the day.  

 

 I would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation as we all work together to make our City 

the best of the Grosse Pointe’s. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the administrative 

offices at 313-881-6565. 



VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY 
 

ORDINANCE #275 
 

THE VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1.  Chapter 6, Article IV, “Lawn Sprinkler Systems” of the Code of Ordinances for The Village of 
Grosse Pointe Shores, A Michigan City, is hereby amended and revised for the purposes of protecting the public 
health, safety and welfare; providing for decreases in maximum water usage at peak hours in order to achieve a 
better water rate from the Great Lakes Water Authority; and providing for a decrease in peak water usage in order to 
provide for better water pressure throughout the entire system during peak flows. 
 

Section 2.  Chapter 6, Article IV of the Code of Ordinances is hereby revised and amended to add Section 
6-113 and subsections a - f to read as follows: 
 

Section 6-113. Irrigation Restrictions; Limitations on Water Use. 
 

a) Irrigation Systems Restrictions. Any property which has an automatically 
activated or manually operated lawn and landscape irrigation system that is connected to the 
municipal water system, is restricted from irrigating pursuant to the following restrictions, between 
May 15 and October 15 of each calendar year: 
 

1. Automatic lawn and/or landscaping irrigation is prohibited 
    between the hours of Eastern Standard Time (6:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight 
    Time) except as provided in Sec. (a) 2 below. 

 
2. A property with a newly seeded or sodded lawn may, for the 

first twenty-one (21) days following seeding or sodding, be irrigated as often as required, 
except that irrigation is prohibited between 5:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time 

    (6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time). 
 

b) A water user may manually irrigate residential landscaping utilizing garden hoses and sprinklers, 
provided the irrigation is not connected to an automatic system, is attended and monitored by the 
water user, but is prohibited between the hours of (6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time). 

 

c) The Grosse Pointe Shores City Council may declare an emergency and require that lawn and 
garden sprinkling and private car washing, be limited to such periods as it deems advisable in 
order to assure an adequate supply of water for household and other uses within the City. 

d) Whenever the Grosse Pointe Shores City Council shall declare an emergency as specified, it shall 
publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the City, a notice of its determination and of the 
rules and regulations limiting the periods and setting forth the regulations governing domestic use 
of water. A violation of the regulations so determined and published shall constitute a violation of 
this Chapter. 

e) This Chapter may be enforced by representatives of the Public Works Department, Building 
Department, Grosse Pointe Shores Public Safety Department, and/or any other employees 
authorized to issue appearance tickets. 

f) If the above provisions create a practical hardship for a large commercial water user, the water 
user can petition the City Manager, asking for relief from one or more of the above referenced 
restrictions. The petition shall set forth the requested relief, shall detail the extraordinary 
circumstances that would justify the requested relief, and shall include the proposed duration of 
the requested relief. The City Manager may grant or deny or modify the relief requested in the 
petition, taking into consideration the contractual obligations of the City as well as the articulated 
circumstances of the petitioner. The decision of the City Manager shall be final. 

 

 

 

  


